2026

Tunisian Association
for the Defense of Palestinian Rights

/ 4
'~
VA
e

guigi cna arithwloll Laipwll glhyaa
Palestinian Film Festival In Tunisia

April 02 - April 12, 2026 2026 J1,5112 LI 02 (o

® & & o

®
S S W e W O W O O O B

®

® & & o

®

®

Ossisbunlall God> (e §8al dunigill dugaxl
Tunisian Association for the Defense of Palestinian Rights

iigi 1007 ((éylw Latiuéa) Aas) alaa Gualy acss




EE N
a1 L]

dslalaol) aygall a5l jjeil guibuldll §géa e elo3l auighl anoall Cuil
alll olj o cualiail Lill aualailig atoyals il

2025 3io lanhlin jd)g wuigi ;O dahldoll KlbjaT Jo 2ol Lo dinoall Caomlw
Afigouulall aalaillg loull gl Lo

antoinill L)l pSl yo pisig (2giiog 63410 (Sgiue alibuulall Lol Cisl 28)
Llbeg Uliilo )l ala aé) aial 2upa 83ola Lo g ,Jg93llg LRIl (el e ljghs
aqiio loduw Jbi el pog .aviioll dlinoll Sluub§oll wlicg anild alga go acill
.A2uiog ajga

e ainal 1aliwlg ok bhéa awalo g5y o) gyl dliibaulall loiuidl Gl Wlaail )
Lalino pe ingilg jondll Lagin yueil Jljp Ug s Jjel v 8lleog alale diolleg
S W1 Oljluo

Spoindl Jnall Olwluwg jloeiwll 3n Silwilg Ging i @5 juail Wlwl Ll
Louiouwd jlniilg @ioillg Aubuudllg Llkwll &alas dclil 3thg Janallg dusuillg arusyl
Gyl Goc e dla afloa JBuwl aajlng dousiy aina) aiag ajaiig £auig ywibdi
e Gilaill Gall j§bi 6 aslawlg aiiaa Lleg Al g0 Gubuulall Golall

g g il e

A (955 YAl acgo i apd "yuigi o alidbuilall Lol glaymo' clw)l Uajlg
Gl ol go slanilglig ledbuil walitoy clgnlll ciai guigi Lo alidoudall loduill
lnileilng layeiloy zlaialg &gl I aiog gl W LAl gog Wigkl

| it gl o i nioss

6 pooll aiuanll
U Juoo b - (salendb Ll - 6au0a (g qupo - Gl yuli)



A Commitment to Culture

The Tunisian Association for the Defense of Palestinian Rights was established to bolster
the international movement for academic and cultural boycott that originated in
Ramallah.

The association has contributed to numerous boycott movements within Tunisia. Since
2025, it has focused its efforts on celebrating Palestinian creativity and culture.
Palestinian cinema has reached a sophisticated and diverse level of maturity, standing
as one of the most evolved cinematic experiences on both the Arab and international
stages. It is a unique and striking phenomenon; despite limited resources, the absence
of state support, and the lack of specialized institutions, it remains a productive,
powerful, and radiant cinema.

Our attraction to Palestinian cinema today is not driven solely by a sense of solidarity or
support for a just Arab and global cause, nor merely by the suffering of a defenseless
people who have endured, and continue to endure, the cruelest forms of oppression
and brutality throughout human history.

Rather, it is fundamentally an alignment with a movement of national and human
liberation against colonialism, abhorrent apartheid policies, dependency, and
ignorance. It is a stand against the spread of alienation and the flattening of culture. We
champion a cinema that builds, creates, and distinguishes itself through its loyalty to its
people’s cause, offering aesthetic forms that testify to the depth of Palestinian cultural
heritage on one hand, and its modern contribution to the evolution of global film as a
human art form on the other.

Thus, we sought to establish the "Palestinian Film Festival in Tunisia." Our goal is to fix a
recurring date where Palestinian cinema, in all its forms and colors: from short to
feature, experimental to narrative, and documentary, takes center stage, celebrating its
creators, actors, and producers both in the homeland and the diaspora.

The Executive Board: Ines Tlili, Mariem Ben Hamida, Habilb Bel Hedi, Chahine Berriche
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Dedicated Edition:

In Memory of Ismail
Al-Junaidi

This edition is dedicated to the memory of
| Maitre Ismail Al-Junaidi. A Palestinian lawyer
born in Al-Khalil, he chose Tunisia as a
second homeland, offering decades of
commitment to the law and the cause of
indivisible justice. He left us a year ago, and
today we honor his memory as a pivotal

figure at the intersection of Arab solidarity
and democratic struggle.
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Poet of Reality

In the cinema of Michel Khleifi, Palestine is not merely a land burdened by history and
wounds; it is a living breath. It is a presence, both fragile and stubborn, persisting in the details
of daily life-in the wind crossing the hills, and in the faces that wait, hope, and remember.

From Fertile Memory to Zindeeq, passing through Ma'loul, Route 181, The Tale of the Three
Jewels, Wedding in Galilee, and Canticle of the Stones, Khleifi’s body of work takes shape as a
sensory meditation on life under occupation. Yet, tragedy in his films never closes the
horizon; instead, it opens a space for dignity, tenderness, and intimate resistance.

At the heart of this cinema stands the Palestinian woman. A central figure, she may at times
appear silent, yet she remains the master of her own presence. She carries the weight of a
double oppression: the occupation and the patriarchal structure. Nevertheless, in Khleifi's
films, she remains a source of strength, memory, and the will to live. His women embody the
persistence of life in a place where everything seems to seek its erasure. Alongside them are
the children, who cross his cinema like a fragile promise, reminding us of the innocence
remaining in the worldo childhood as an horizon for justice.

Khleifi's cinematic gesture is imbued with profound delicacy. His camera does not snatch
images; it listens to them and embraces them, lending a poetic grace to reality. It lingers on a
hand, a gaze, or a wild flower on the side of a road. It listens to the stones, the trees, and the
ancient voices that traverse the land.

Regardless of the forms and approaches he adopts, be it documentary, the reflective and
fragmented essay film, or narrative cinema where the poem blends with the tale, Nature
remains a character in its own right: a resilient, albeit silent, witness to history and a symbol of
Palestinian permanence.

In this way, his films speak of Palestine without being confined by it. They touch something
broader: the human condition in the face of injustice, and the capacity of human beings to
love despite the cruelty of history.

Michel Khleifi is not merely a Palestinian director. He is, at his core, a poet of reality. He is a
filmmaker who believes that even in the heart of the darkest nights, there are still faces,
plants, children, and women to remind us that life, with a beautiful defiance, continues its
journey.

Ikbel Zalila
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Opening Ceremony: Mariem Labidi

The festival opens its activities with a touch of committed artistry, featuring a performance by
Mariem Labidi. With a voice that carries the soul of the land and the hope of liberation,
Mariem paves the way for ten days of cinematic creativity, marking the start of this edition
under the banner of resistance.
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The Film Selection

® \WEDDING IN GALILEE - Michel Khleifi (Palestine, Belgium, France)

® FERTILE MEMORY - Michel Khleifi (Palestine, Belgium)

® ZINDEEQ - Michel Khleifi (Palestine, UK, UAE, Belgium)

® CANTICLE OF THE STONES - Michel Khleifi (Palestine, Belgium, UK, Germany)

® PALESTINE 36 - Annemarie Jacir (Palestine, France, UK, Germany, Saudi Arabia, Qatar,
Jordan)

® ROUTE 181: FRAGMENTS OF A JOURNEY IN PALESTINE-ISRAEL - Michel Khleifi & Eyal Sivan
(Palestine, France, Belgium, UK, Germany)

® |EILA AND THE WOLVES - Heiny Srour (Lebanon, Palestine, UK, Belgium, Netherlands)

® FORBIDDEN MARRIAGES IN THE HOLY LAND - Michel Khleifi (Palestine, Belgium)

® MA’LOUL CELEBRATES ITS DESTRUCTION - Michel Khleifi (Palestine, Belgium)

® FAMILIAR PHANTOMS - Larissa Sansour & Sgren Lind (Palestine, Denmark, UK)

® THE DIARY OF A SKY - Lawrence Abu Hamdan (Lebanon)

® FROM GROUND ZERO - Collaborative project coordinated by Rachid Masharawi
(Palestine, France, Qatar, Jordan, UAE)

® SONGE - Rachid Masharawi (Palestine, France)

® A FIDAI FILM — Kamal Aljafari (Palestine, Germany, Qatar, Brazil, France)

® GAZAN TALES - Mahmoud Nabil Ahmed (Palestine, Tunisia)

® GAZA MON AMOUR - Tarazan & Arab Nasser (Palestine, France, Germany, Portugal, Qatar)

® PARTITION - Diana Allan (Palestine, Canada)

® THE JACKET - Mathijs Poppe (Belgium, Lebanon, Palestine)

® THE SEA ROAD TO GAZA - Olfa Lamloum (Tunisia)

® SCENES FROM THE OCCUPATION IN GAZA - Mustafa Abu Ali (Palestine) - 13’

® PALESTINE IN THE EYE - Mustafa Abu Ali (Palestine) - 28’

® THE VISIT - Kais Al-Zubaidi (Palestine) - 10

® HOMELAND OF BARBED WIRE - Kais Al-Zubaidi (Palestine) - 61’

® A HUNDRED FACES FOR A SINGLE DAY - Christian Ghazi (Lebanon) - 64’

® COYOTES - Said Zagha (Palestine, Jordan) - 20’

® 70O - Tarig Rimawi (Palestine, Jordan) - 8’

® UPSHOT - Maha Haj (Palestine, Italy, France) - 32’

® VIBRATIONS FROM GAZA - Rehab Nazzal (Palestine, Canada) - 16’

® THE WAR INSIDE US - Mahmoud Nabil Ahmed (Palestine, Tunisia) - 23’

® ECHOS - Hazem Chahine (Palestine)
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Special Events & Installations

BRIBRI Exhibit

Cultural Resistance & Partnership: BRIBRI

Resistance also means choosing what you
wear and carry. We are delighted to
welcome BRIBRI and its offshoot brand
ChaMbia as supportive partners. Their
handmade, committed productso drawing
on Amazigh and African symbolso will be
sold during the festival. All revenues will
return to the festival as vital support.
Resistance takes many forms; beauty is one
of them!
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Art Installation: Hakim Miskawee

Palestinian artist Hakim Miskawee invites you
to the opening of his art installation on April
4th at 5 PM. The work offers a contemporary
visual vision that echoes identity and land,
blending materiality with memory to tell the
story of Palestinian steadfastness in an open
artistic space.
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Art Installation: Hakim Miskawee

"Meeting between two generations of Palestinian filmmakers" brings together the master
Michel Khleifi and director Mahmoud Nabil Ahmed on April 5th. This open dialogue explores
the evolution of Palestinian cinematic language and the exchange of experiences between
the founding pioneers and the new voices documenting the present.
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The Association’s Executive Board

Ines Tlili, Mariem Ben Hamida, Habib Bel Hedi, Chahine Berriche.

Festival's Team Josll (53,9

Ikbel Zalila: Artistic director / (;iaJl paoll

Soumaya Bouallagui: Logistié coordination & Film Department / (Juwagll \Guudil
olall awég )

Mariem Ben Younes: Volunteers responsible / (jucglhioll dlgguo

Amani Ben Oun: Executive Assistant & coordinator / Aduiog Aydudii 6acluwo

Shayma L'abidi: Communication & Press relations / 20 Ulalwllg Joildl aalsoll
aalanll

€

Partners PACPWA |

.

Spelly Leiuull couibgl| (Sl

Centre National du Cinéma et de I'lmage

AriARE

Bribri / (Spup
Tunisian Forum for Economic and Social Rights (FTDES) / §gaall (yuigidl (godinll

auclainllg awaliayl

TACIR Program / puud aolp

Cine-Palestine Paris Festival / yuujl dududouudall loduud! oo
National Center of Cinema and Image / 6jg1nllg loduuwwd) inagll jSpoll

o> ) Suw
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Special Thanks

® Amal & Fida Al-Junaidi, Rachid Masharawi, Salma Qamarti, Abdelhamid Kammoun.
® Palestine Film Institute / duiulouwudall Lol b0 .
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Ticketing & Press Info Olouall ileglaosg »S1aull
Billetterie »Slaxdl

® Guichet: Cinema Rio / gy loduuw ¢Jluw
® Online / ipiJl pc: Teskerti.tn
® Badges / Ulalbul) jaaJl: WhatsApp: 22301455

Press & Media Info lwall Wloglas

® Contact / Jnalgidl: Shayma L’abidi (20555064).
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	A Commitment to Culture
	The Tunisian Association for the Defense of Palestinian Rights was established to bolster the international movement for academic and cultural boycott that originated in Ramallah.
	The association has contributed to numerous boycott movements within Tunisia. Since 2025, it has focused its efforts on celebrating Palestinian creativity and culture. Palestinian cinema has reached a sophisticated and diverse level of maturity, standing as one of the most evolved cinematic experiences on both the Arab and international stages. It is a unique and striking phenomenon; despite limited resources, the absence of state support, and the lack of specialized institutions, it remains a productive, powerful, and radiant cinema.
	Our attraction to Palestinian cinema today is not driven solely by a sense of solidarity or support for a just Arab and global cause, nor merely by the suffering of a defenseless people who have endured, and continue to endure, the cruelest forms of oppression and brutality throughout human history.
	Rather, it is fundamentally an alignment with a movement of national and human liberation against colonialism, abhorrent apartheid policies, dependency, and ignorance. It is a stand against the spread of alienation and the flattening of culture. We champion a cinema that builds, creates, and distinguishes itself through its loyalty to its people’s cause, offering aesthetic forms that testify to the depth of Palestinian cultural heritage on one hand, and its modern contribution to the evolution of global film as a human art form on the other.
	Thus, we sought to establish the "Palestinian Film Festival in Tunisia." Our goal is to fix a recurring date where Palestinian cinema, in all its forms and colors: from short to feature, experimental to narrative, and documentary, takes center stage, celebrating its creators, actors, and producers both in the homeland and the diaspora.
	The Executive Board: Ines Tlili, Mariem Ben Hamida, Habib Bel Hedi, Chahine Berriche

	Poet of Reality
	In the cinema of Michel Khleifi, Palestine is not merely a land burdened by history and wounds; it is a living breath. It is a presence, both fragile and stubborn, persisting in the details of daily life-in the wind crossing the hills, and in the faces that wait, hope, and remember.
	From Fertile Memory to Zindeeq, passing through Ma'loul, Route 181, The Tale of the Three Jewels, Wedding in Galilee, and Canticle of the Stones, Khleifi’s body of work takes shape as a sensory meditation on life under occupation. Yet, tragedy in his films never closes the horizon; instead, it opens a space for dignity, tenderness, and intimate resistance.
	At the heart of this cinema stands the Palestinian woman. A central figure, she may at times appear silent, yet she remains the master of her own presence. She carries the weight of a double oppression: the occupation and the patriarchal structure. Nevertheless, in Khleifi’s films, she remains a source of strength, memory, and the will to live. His women embody the persistence of life in a place where everything seems to seek its erasure. Alongside them are the children, who cross his cinema like a fragile promise, reminding us of the innocence remaining in the worldة childhood as an horizon for justice.
	Khleifi’s cinematic gesture is imbued with profound delicacy. His camera does not snatch images; it listens to them and embraces them, lending a poetic grace to reality. It lingers on a hand, a gaze, or a wild flower on the side of a road. It listens to the stones, the trees, and the ancient voices that traverse the land.
	Regardless of the forms and approaches he adopts, be it documentary, the reflective and fragmented essay film, or narrative cinema where the poem blends with the tale, Nature remains a character in its own right: a resilient, albeit silent, witness to history and a symbol of Palestinian permanence.
	In this way, his films speak of Palestine without being confined by it. They touch something broader: the human condition in the face of injustice, and the capacity of human beings to love despite the cruelty of history.
	Michel Khleifi is not merely a Palestinian director. He is, at his core, a poet of reality. He is a filmmaker who believes that even in the heart of the darkest nights, there are still faces, plants, children, and women to remind us that life, with a beautiful defiance, continues its journey.
	Activities include:
	Ikbel Zalila
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